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instance, in the present case of Orites, it might be plausibly 
urged that the entirely different application of the term by 
Keyserling and Blasius would cause “ material inconvenience ” 
and “ risk of confusion.” But the inconvenience and confusion 
in ornithology that would arise from the adoption of all Moh- 
ring’s generic names can hardly be exaggerated; and we think 
we have every reason to thank the framers of the British Asso- 
ciation Rules for their consideration to naturalists of the present 
day by disallowing the names of Möhring and other writers 
prior to 1766. The practical advantage of justice to the living 
is infinitely preferable to the sentimental dread of injustice to 
the dead.—Ep. 


X.—Recent Ornithological Publications. 
1. Eneisu. 


Dr. Jerpon has completed his great work on the ‘Birds of 
India ’*, by the publication of the Second part of his Second 
volume, or, as he now terms it, his Third volume. We have 
accordingly to tender him our most hearty thanks for the admi- 
rable manual thus placed at our disposal. The dawn of Indian 
ornithology has been long in breaking; we may now say safely 
that the sun has fairly risen, and, in the broad light shed by Dr. 
Jerdon’s work, students and observers in India will have most 
abundant facilities of continuing their labours. We shall not 
presume to make any critical remarks on the volume before us ; 
for we hope shortly to have it in our power to present our readers 
with a Commentary on the whole work from a pen entitled to 
write on the subject with no brief authority. 


The Fifth and Sixth parts of Mr. Gould’s magnificent ‘ Birds 
of Great Britain’ have made their appearance. In spite of its 
high price, this work seems likely to become a most popular 
one on the subject. The contents of these two parts are as 
follows :— 


* The Birds of India: &e. By T. C. Jerdon, Surgeon-Major. In 
three volumes. Vol. III. Calcutta (G. Wyman and Co.): 1864. (London, 
Smith and Elder.) 
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Rart V: 
Sparrow-Hawk. i American White-winged Crossbill 
Tawny or Brown Owl. Cuckoo. 
Avocet. Golden Plover (summer plumage). 
Great Bustard. ` ai Ditto (winter plumage). 
Little Bustard. Rook. 
Parrot Crossbill. Spotted Flycatcher. 
Common Crossbill. Pied Flycatcher. 
White-winged Crossbill. 
Part VI. 
Rough-legged Buzzard. l Field-fare. 
Bittern. Redwing. 
King-fisher. . | Spotted Crake. 
Ptarmigan (summer plumage). Olivaceous Crake. 
Ditto (winter plumage). Baillon’s Crake. 
Ditto (autumn plumage). Whin-chat. 
Redstart. Stone-chat or Furze-chat. 


Black Redstart. 

We think it rather a pity that Mr. Gould has admitted the 
American White-winged Crossbill to a place in this work. It 
may be justifiable enough to enumerate among “ British ” birds 
those species of other regions whose habitual range overlaps the 
habitual range of really “ British ” species, while at the same 
time their occurrence in these islands may be more or less fre- 
quent. But this, we believe, cannot be said of Loxia leucoptera 
for its normal distribution must necessarily be bounded by the 
pine-forests of the New World ; and, unless we are greatly mis- 
taken, the limits of coniferous trees in America do not extend to 
those high latitudes where the Nearctic and Palearctic faunas 
inosculate. The excellence of the plates in all Mr. Gould’s books 
is a matter of notoriety, but in this work the rest are completely 
surpassed. We may especially mention the three illustrations 
of the Ptarmigan as being actual pictures, and pictures that add 
to the already great reputation of the artist, Mr. Wolf. The 
adult plumage of Archibuteo lagopus has never before, we believe, 
been figured in any English work. 


Mr. Gurney has, we are glad to say, commenced the publication 
of a Catalogue * of the almost unequalled collection of Birds of 


* A Descriptive Catalogue of the Raptorial Birds in the Norfolk and 
Norwich Museum, compiled and arranged by John Henry Gurney. Part I. 
Serpentariide, Polyboride, Vulturide. Royal 8vo., London: 1864 (Van 
Voorst). 

H 2 
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Prey, which he has been so long and so industriously forming at 
Norwich. The portion which has appeared contains an enumera- 
tion of the different specimens of the three families, Serpent- 
eaters, Caracaras, and Vultures, therein exhibited, together with 
some well-compiled remarks on each species, either original or 
selected from the best authorities. The following tabular result 
will show the extraordinary wealth of the collection :— 


. | No. of specimens. 
\No. of species P 


represented. Skins. | Skeletons. 


Serpentariide 3 17 2 
Polyboride ... 8 26 3 
Vulturide ... 19 98 11 

Total ...... 30 141 16 


Of these 157 specimens, no less than 136 have the letter 
“ G” affixed to them in the Catalogue, indicating that they have 
been presented to the museum by Mr. Gurney himself, whose 
munificence, we trust, is appreciated by the good people of Nor- 
folk and Norwich, though we rather fear not to the extent it 
ought to be *. 


The publications of the Zoological Society of London continue 


* We may as well add, from the Catalogues drawn up by Messrs. Cas- 
sin, G. R. Gray, Schlegel and Von Pelzeln, a comparative view of the 
same groups in the collections over which they respectively preside :— 


| Serpentariide.| Polyboride. | Vulturide. 


Species.) Skins. | Species. Skins. | Species. | Skins. 


— 16 70 


Philadelphia, 1845?| — — 


London, 1848........ 2 6 7 3l 16 74 
Leyden, 1862......... 2 12 9 28 21 80 
Vienna, 1862-63 ...| — — 9 


839 19 82 


Of course, very great additions have been made, since the publication of 
the Catalogues, both to the British Museum and that of the Academy of 
Natural Sciences; and regard will also be had to the fact that very different 
ideas of the word “ species ” obtain, so as in some cases materially to affect 
the returns. 
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to be fully as important to ornithologists as ever. The ‘ Pro- 
ceedings’ are so well known and appreciated, that we scarcely 
need do more than allude to the single Part which has reached 
us during the past year. But the ‘ Transactions’ contain, in ex- 
tenso, Mr. Parker’s valuable paper “On the Osteology of Gallina- 
ceous Birds and Tinamous,” in which he shows, we think satis- 
factorily, that this last-named group is the nearest ally of the 
Struthiones ; at the same time we are far from considering that 
the Tinamide should be included among the Struthious birds, 
such a view, in our opinion, being forbidden by the presence in 
Tinamus of a furcula, a keeled entosternum, and the peculiar 
development of the hyposternal processes. We regret to say 
that the plates illustrating this remarkable paper are, with the 
exception of the few figures drawn by Mr. Parker himself, very 
inferiorly executed, being in most cases deficient in character, 
while the method adopted of figuring the whole skeleton in an 
upright and presumed natural posture effectually serves to con- 
ceal some of the most interesting portions of it. The letters 
also which should distinguish the different bones or parts of 
bones seem in some instances to be not sufficiently discrimi- 
native : thus we have, in Plate xxxv. fig. 6, ‘e.s? signifying both 
entosternal and episternal processes, while this last, on the other 
hand, in Plate xxxix. is apparently indicated by ‘e.p? 


We have also to record the appearance of the first portion of 
the ‘Ootheca Wolleyana’ *, respecting which, for obvious reasons, 
we refrain from making any remarks. We may take this 
opportunity, however, of expressing our disappointment at having 
been obliged to delay the publication of the Second part of the 
work, which, notwithstanding, we hope shortly to accomplish. 


2. GERMAN. 
In noticing the last number of the ‘ Museum Heineanum’+, 


* Ootheca Wolleyana: an illustrated Catalogue of the Collection of 
Birds’ Eggs formed by the late John Wolley, Jun., M.A., F.Z.S. Edited 
from the original notes by Alfred Newton, M.A., F.L.S. Part 1. Accipitres. 
Royal 8vo. London: 1864 (Van Voorst). 

+ Museum Heineanum, &c. von Dr. Jean Cabanis und Ferdinand 
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containing a portion of the Picide in the Oberamtmann Heine’s 
rich collection, we have to declare our entire acquiescence in the 
remarks made by our predecessor (Ibis, 1864, p. 401) on the 
preceding Part. The care with which the catalogue is elaborated 
deserves all the praise that can be accorded to it ; but we cannot 
but regard the very numerous new generic terms brought into 
use as mischievous in the highest degree. Could the learned 
authors be induced to restrain their “ furor genericus” (as Dr. 
Hartlaub happily calls it), this work would be all we should wish 
to see it. The Picide we have here, are divided into forty-eight 
genera, of which no less than thirty are indicated by names unknown 
before. M. Malherbe, as some of our readers will recollect (Ibis, 
1859, p. 458), was at the pains, not so very long ago, of renaming a 
large number of the sections—we must refuse to them the term 
genera—into which the Woodpeckers are separated ; so that we 
cannot help thinking there has been altogether a great waste of 
the name-inventing faculty upon this group. Granting the prin- 
ciple on which HH. Cabanis and F. Heine act, the names are 
generally irreproachable in their composition ; we must, however, 
say that some have rather an awkward sound—Cactocraugus, 
Ipopatis, and Nannopipo, for example. The Picide included in 
this fasciculus are divided into the subfamilies Jungine, Picum- 
nine, Dendrocopine, Chrysoptiline, Chrysocolaptine, and Hemi- 
cercing. The authors consider the type of the Linnean genus 
Picus to be P. viridis. It is confessedly a difficult point in most 
cases to settle which species is to be taken as the type of a 
Linnean genus, and here we should be sorry to pronounée 
authoritatively; but in this case we should, with Mr. George 
Gray, be rather inclined to retain P. martius for that post. 


8. Dutcn. 
We have had the pleasure of receiving the Fifth part of Pro- 


fessor Schlegel’s useful catalogue of the contents of the Leyden 
Museum *, comprising the groups Sterne, Cuculi, Psittaci, and 


Heine. Theil IV, Klettervogel. Heft 2: Spechte. Halberstadt, 1863. 
(London, Williams and Norgate.) 

* Muséum d’Histoire Naturelle des Pays-Bas: 5me Livraison. Leyde, 
1864. London (Williams and Norgate). 
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the beginning of Scolopaces. Among the first-named he in- 
cludes Dromas ardeola, following Mr. Blyth’s opinion (Contrib. 
Ornith. 1852, p. 27, and Journ. As. Soc. Bengal, 1852, p. 12); 
we are glad to say, however, that he allows this strange form a 
genus to itself, though on a prior occasion he refused the like 
privilege to his “ Astur secretarius,” a bird differing from all 
Gos-Hawks quite as much as Dromas does from the Terns. 
Under the head Cuculi are contained the genera Musophaga, 
Colius, and Opisthocomus. According to Professor Schlegel’s 
enumeration, we find that the Leyden Museum contains 1133 
mounted specimens of 259 species of Pstttaci, or more than two- 
thirds, we believe, of the whole number of the described species 
of this family, which Mr. G. R. Gray’s Catalogue of 1859 put 
at 381, 280 being then represented by specimens in the British 
Museum. . 
4. DAnisH. 


Professor Reinhardt’s paper on the occurrence of Syrrhaptes 
paradoxus in Denmark during 1863, mentioned in the article 
on the same subject which appeared in the former series of this 
Magazine (Ibis, 1864, p. 185), has been published in the 
‘Scientific Communications of the Natural History Union at 
Copenhagen’*. More cautious than some other ornithologists 
we know of, the Professor indulges in no speculations on the 
causes which brought about the singular visitation, but simply 
records the facts which came to his knowledge from trustworthy 
sources. Those of our friends who were at one time inclined to 
be sceptical as to the asserted breeding of this species in Europe, 
we hope, have had their doubts quieted long since. If not, we 
must refer them to Professor Reinhardt’s own words; for there 
seems no need to repeat here the details which, thanks to that 
naturalist, were published in the ‘Ibis’ for the past year. 


In the revived series of Kréyer’s ‘Natural History Journal,’ our 
friend Herr Fischer, of Copenhagen, records the occurrence of 
that extremely rare bird, the Cuneate-tailed Gull, in the Feroest. 


* Om den kirgisiske Steppehones Forekomst her i Landet i indeværende 
Aar. AfJ. Reinhardt. Videnskabelige Meddelelser for 1863, pp. 213-235. 

+ Larus Rossii paa Feroeerne. Ved J.C. H. Fischer. Naturhistorisk 
Tidsskrift, 3rd series, vol. ii. 1864. 
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The specimen was shot in Suderce, Ist February 1863, was 
brought to Copenhagen by Sysselmand Miiller, and now be- 
longs to Herr Benzon, of that city. We take the present oppor- 
tunity of observing that we are not assured of the existence of 
more than five examples of this species—the one just noticed : 
one (obtained, June 1823, at Alagnak, Melville Peninsula) in 
the University Museum, Edinburgh; one in the Derby Museum, 
Liverpool (possibly from Mr. Joseph Sabine’s collection, and 
obtained at the same time and place as the preceding); one in 
the Museum at Mayence (brought, according to Dr. Bruch 
(Journ. f. Orn. 1855, p. 278), from Kamtschatka) ; one in Sir 
William Milner’s collection at Nunappleton (said to have been 
killed in Yorkshire, according to one account, 22nd December, 
1846 (Zool. p. 1694), but according to another (Zool. p. 1785, 
note) in February 1847); and one in Herr Gatke’s collection, 
killed on Heligoland by his brother (Naumannia, 1858, p. 307; 
Ibis, 1862, p. 62). A sixth was recorded in 1852 by Mr. Ellman 
(Zool. p. 3388) as having been killed at Pevensey in Sussex, and 
being in his collection; but we have been kindly informed by 
Mr. Borrer, who saw and examined the specimen, that it was only 
an example of Chrecocephalus ridibundus having “the breast 
very strongly tinged with pink.” 


5. SWEDISH AND NORWEGIAN. 


The Fourteenth and Fifteenth parts of Professor Sundevall’s 
‘Swedish Birds’* have made their appearance during the past 
year. The illustrator has fairly run away from the author, who 
is left high and dry among the land-birds, while the former is 
well at sea with the water-birds. But the Professor’s work, if 
slow, is certainly sure, and there is no doubt he will in time 
make up his lee-way. We only hope we may live to see the 
book completed. 


It is only lately we have been able to see Pastor Sommerfelt’s 
list of the birds of East Finmark +, a communication which we are 


* Svenska Foglarna, med text af Professor Carl J. Sundevall, tecknade 


och lithographierade af Peter Akerlund. Stockholm. (London: Trübner 
and Co.) 
+ Fortegnelse over de i Ostfinnmarken iagttagne Fugle tilhgemed en- 
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sorry we have not here space to comment upon as we think it 
deserves. Besides some others that are supposed to have oc- 
curred within the limits of the province, our author includes 
140 species in his catalogue ; but of these last some few seem to 
us to have been inserted on slender evidence. Independently 
of the importance which naturally attaches to the fauna of the 
most northern part of continental Europe, some of our country- 
men may feel interested in the district, being one that was par- 
tially explored by the late Mr. John Wolley, whose authority is 
many times quoted by the author. Pastor Sommerfelt we are 
glad to see confirms a view we had long taken, namely, that HH. 
Malm and Schrader were somewhat precipitate in positively an- 
nouncing that certain birds, particularly some of the rarer Wa- 
ders, breed on the dismal peninsula which separates the Tana and 
Varanger Fjords. Though we cannot but congratulate our author 
on the promotion to a better living and a less inhospitable cli- 
mate, which we understand he has lately obtained, we must still 
look upon the removal of the Gilbert White of the Arctic Circle 
as a loss to ornithology. 


6. AMERICAN. 


“Some Account of the Petrel” *, by the Rev. John Am- 
brose, contains a statement, rather remarkable perhaps, but one 
which we have no reason to think erroneous, that these birds dig 
their holes in the ground for themselves, using the bill for a 
pickaxe, and throwing the loose earth behind them very rapidly 
with their webbed and shovel-like feet, kicking with each foot 
alternately. Unfortunately the author does not say to which 
species of Thalassidroma the subject of his observations belongs. 
We believe that hitherto the mode of excavation adopted by the 
Petrels was only surmised: Mr. Ambrose seems to have seen it 
actually practised. 


kelte Bemærkninger angaaende endel af disse. Ved Chr. Sommerfelt, 
Sognepræst til Næsseby. @Œfvers. af K. Vetensk. Akad. Förhandlingar, 
1861, pp. 67-90. 

* Transactions of the Nova Scotian Institute of Natural Science. Hali- 
fax, N.S., vol. ii. part 1. pp. 34-37, 
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To Mr. Lawrence we are indebted for copies of two papers 
published in the Philadelphia ‘Proceedings’ *, as well as 
one from the New York ‘Annals’ +. In the first are described 
Vireosylvia atripennis (from the little island of Sombrero, in the 
West Indies, said to resemble the well-known V. altiloqua, but 
to be a stouter species, and especially distinguished by its black 
quill-feathers), Corethrura guatemalensis (whose locality is shown 
by its specific name), and Aramides axillaris, from New Granada. 
The second of Mr. Lawrence’s papers contains descriptions of 
Dacnis ultramarina, Saltator intermedius, and Cassicus vitellinus, 
all from the Isthmus of Panama, as well as of Ereunetes occiden- 
talis, which appears to be the Pacific form of E. pusillus, and, 
among other characters, differs from that well-known bird in 
having larger and more decidedly marked spots on the breast, 
and a longer bill. Recent investigations have served to show 
that there is a good deal of difference observable between the 
Scolopacide of the two coasts of America; but, with the expe- 
rience of Messrs. Swinhoe and Blyth (who have been most 
carefully and, we will say, with the best of good reasons uniting 
under one designation the bearers of very distinct names) 
before us, we would submit that some of these differences are 
hardly such as should be deemed specific. Mr. Lawrence’s third 
paper contains diagnoses of seven new species, all Neotropical— 
three Tanagers, a Cuckoo (Coccyzus julieni, from Sombrero), and 
three Humming-birds. 

With the greatest respect for the feelings which have prompted 
Mr. Cassin, we yet trust we may not be thought ill-natured, 
when we make a clean breast of it, and express our regret at 
hearing that there is “a very considerable number ” of hitherto 
neglected authors, whose claims to public attention he is about 
to urge in a series of papers communicated to the Philadelphia 
Academy. The first number of the ‘ Fasti Ornithologie’ f has 

* Proceedings of the Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia, 
April 1863, pp. 106, 107, and April 1864, pp. 106-108. 

+ Annals of the Lyceum of Natural History, New York, vol. viii. June 
1864. 

t Fasti Ornithologie. By John Cassin. No. I. Philipp Ludwig 
Statius Miller. Proc. Acad. Nat. Se. Philadelphia, October 1864. 
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so recently reached us that we must be pardoned for now making 
upon it only the briefest remarks possible. According to Mr. Cas- 
sin’s view, Prof. P. L. S. Miiller’s edition of Linnzus’s ¢ Systema 
Nature,’ published at Nuremberg between 1773 and 1776, 
will effect a very great revolution in our nomenclature, so 
much so that we think it expedient, in a future number of 
this Journal, to go thoroughly into the subject, and reprint 
from Mr. Cassin’s list the names, conferred by Miiller at this 
period, which will have to take precedence of the appellations of 
Boddaert even, and, of course, of later writers. We believe 
Miiller’s work to be extremely scarce,—at present we are not 
even aware whether a copy of it exists in this country ; it will 
therefore he the more incumbent upon us to place our readers 
in possession of as much information about it as we can. 


XI.—Letters, Extracts from Correspondence, Notices, §c. 


Tue following letters have been received :—addressed “To the 
Editor of the ‘ Ibis.’” 
Tamsuy, Formosa, llth August, 1864. 

Sir,—* .... The bird-season closed here in June, and I have 
done little in that time. At Foochow I saw a pair of Pericrocoti 
that looked to me very like my P. cantonensis (Ibis, 1861, p. 42), 
though I should rather have expected P. sordidus so far north ; 
I did not, however, procure specimens. My new Hypsipetes 
niveiceps [Ibis, 1864, p. 424], from Swatow, also occurs in the 
mountains near Foochow, as does also a Nuthatch. .... The 
young of Alcippe brunnea, Gould, like the young of A. morrisonia, 
mihi (Ibis, 1868, p. 296), resembles the adult, but wants the 
black streaks on either side of the hind neck. 

A word on Cuckoos, and I have done for the present. The 
Cuckoo of the Tamsuy vicinity is a small species, a good deal 
smaller than Cuculus kelungensis, mihi (Ibis, 1863, p. 394), and 
mottled with black on the axillaries. It utters the notes “ cooh- 
cooh ” very abruptly, and usually when perched on the top of a 
conspicuous part of some tree. It is rather shy of approach. 
I have distinguished my specimens of it, for the present, as C. 


